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Today is Palm Sunday, the day that launches us into the passion week as we reflect 

on the final events leading up to the crucifixion of Jesus. It’s the day we 

commemorate Jesus riding into Jerusalem on a donkey while the crowds hailed Him 

as their Messiah with exuberant praise.  

 

It was a day of great excitement and anticipation because the people at that moment 

were convinced that if ever the kingdom of God would come, it would be through 

Jesus. Surely He was their messiah.  

 

The Kingdom of God is God’s rule and reign. There are two aspects to His Kingdom. 

There is a future day when the kingdom of God will be established in its fullness—

when all things will be brought under His absolute reign. But there is also a present 

reality to this kingdom when the rule and reign of God breaks into the present giving 

us a foretaste of what the future Kingdom will be like when God’s rule and reign is 

pervasive and eternal.  

 

The most significant example of the Kingdom of God breaking through to our 

earthly realm is the ministry of Jesus.  

 

1. Teaching with authority…proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom. And all 

who heard him were amazed (Matt 7:29). 

2. Healing every kind of disease and sickness among the people (Matt 4:23; 

9:35) 

3. Raising the dead (Jn 11) 

4. Casting out demons (Matt 12:22-29) 

5. Revealing Himself as the Messiah and Savior of the world.  

 

By the time the crowds ushered Jesus into Jerusalem, waiving Palm branches and 

exclaiming that He had come in the name of the Lord, it’s no wonder that the city 

was stirred saying, “Who is this?” 

 

Jesus was accomplishing things in His ministry that could only be explained by the 

miraculous hand of God.  

So you can see why the people would see Jesus as God’s anointed one who would 

establish His divine reign.   

 

The question that was asked about Jesus on that first Palm Sunday is still an essential 

question for every person to answer today.  

 

And perhaps the best answer in the New Testament is Paul’s hymn in Colossians 1.  

 

[Colossians 1:13-23] 

Here Paul gives us 10 qualities that are essential for us to know about Jesus: 

 

1. “He is the image of the invisible God” (vs. 15). 

 

God is spirit—you can’t see Him; you can’t touch Him.  

But John 1:14 says that the Word (the second member of the Trinity) 

became flesh and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the 

only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 

Jesus is the physical manifestation of the invisible God in all His 

perfections.  

 

Hebrews 1:3: “He is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact 

representation of His nature.”  

 

That means that everything that is glorious about God, Jesus is and there is 

nothing about the nature of God that Jesus is not.  

 

2. He is the executer (power of attorney) of all that is (vs. 15b): “the 

firstborn of all creation.”  

 

Paul is not suggesting here that Jesus is a created being—that’s the very 

heresy he is refuting in Colossians. Rather this term of “firstborn” is a title 

of rank giving Jesus a position of preeminence. New Testament Jews would 

have understood “firstborn of creation” to mean that Jesus is the inheritor of 

all creation, meaning that everything that exists ultimately belongs to Him 

and is under His authority and subject to His will. 

 

3. He is the Creator and therefore has all rights to everything (vs. 16): 

“For by Him all things were created both in the heavens and on earth, 



visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 

authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him.” 

 

As Creator of all things, He has an inherent right to rule over all things. And 

“all things” includes all rulers and authorities, whether they are visible or 

invisible. In other words, Jesus has superior authority over all men and over 

the angelic world.  

 

4. He is the purpose for which all things exist—all things find their purpose 

in Him (vs. 16).  

 

Here we are picking up on the last two words of vs. 16: “all things have 

been created through Him and for Him.”  

 

Everything in creation has been made for His pleasure and to serve His 

purposes. You cannot ultimately discover your purpose in life apart from 

Jesus. You were made to know Him.  

 

5. He is eternal and has precedence over all things (vs. 17): “He is before 

all things.”  

 

Before anything in creation existed, Jesus was. That can only have one 

implication; He must be God! Only God can exist before anything created 

exists. Jesus has precedence over all things and all living beings because He 

eternally existed as God before they were created.  

 

6. He is the sustainer of all things—all things are dependent upon Him      

(vs. 17): “In Him all things hold together.”  

 

What holds the universe together? What keeps the planets in orbit? What 

maintains the proper working of gravity or sustains molecules? Jesus, the 

God-man, holds all things together.  

 

Hebrews 1:3 says that Jesus “upholds all things by the Word of His power.” 

That’s an overwhelming power—that by His word, by His speech, He 

sustains the universe and everything in it. That means that I am extremely 

dependent upon Him for my life and existence.  

 

7. He is the head of the body, the beginning, and the firstborn from the 

dead (vs. 18).  

 

The “body” here refers to the church which is made up of those who have 

been spiritually reborn, united to Christ in faith. He is the head and we are 

the hands, feet, legs and fingers that carry out His will—when we are in 

submission to Him as our head.  

 

 But there could be no true church unless Christ had risen from the dead 

enabling us to become children of God. He is the firstborn from the dead 

meaning that He is the first obtain a resurrection body that would never 

again die. The implication here is that we owe everything to Him for the 

resurrection power that rescued us from our hell-bound sin, and restored us 

to God. He is the beginning. He is the source of all saving grace.  

 

But remember that the term “firstborn” carries the sense of rank and 

authority with it. Jesus is the one who has authority over all resurrection 

power. He will raise those who believe in Him.  

 

John 5:25-29—“Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming and now 

is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God; and those 

who hear shall live. 

For just as the Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to the Son 

also to have life in Himself; and He gave Him authority to execute 

judgment, because He is the Son of Man. 

Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in 

the tombs shall hear His voice, and shall come forth”… and they will 

be raised either to life or to judgment.  
 

Every person to experience the resurrection will be raised by the power and 

authority of Jesus Himself.  

 

8. He will demonstrate His supremacy over all things (vs. 18): “…so that 

He Himself will come to have first place in everything.”  

 

One of the reasons that Jesus died and was raised to life again was to take 

the place of supremacy in all things. This would require conquering the 

dominion of sin and being exalted by His Father to the highest place.  

 

What will it look like for Jesus to have supremacy—1
st
 place—in 

everything?  

 



Philippians 2:9-11 says that because Jesus was obedient to the point of 

death on a cross, that God “highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the 

name which is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee 

would bow of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of 

God the Father.” 

 

Jesus will demonstrate His supreme lordship. Will His reign be one of 

judgment or peace for you? 

 

9. He is the fullness of God Himself. [vs. 19] 

 

[Col 2:9] clarifies the matter.  

 

All divine powers; every divine attribute of God fully and perfectly resides 

in Jesus—and it is the Father’s joy for it to be so! In other words, 

everything that has been said about Jesus is fully verified and supported by 

the Father Himself. All that Jesus is and all that Jesus does is doubly 

significant because it is also the Father’s will.  

 

I would highly suggest that you make much of Jesus in your life and in your 

affections.  

 

10. He is our singular hope and only Savior (vs. 20).   

 

Not only was it the Father’s good pleasure for all His fullness to dwell in 

His Son, but He was also pleased through Jesus “to reconcile all things to 

Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, I 

say, whether things on earth or things in heaven.” 

 

There is a coming day of peace because all things will be subjected to the 

universal rule and reign of Christ.  

 

This is the One who came to this earth to demonstrate the rule and reign of God—

God Himself, in human flesh, bursting into time and space demonstrating His 

supreme authority over rulers, sickness, disease, death, & demons. 

 

This is the One who on Friday night withheld His rights to willingly subject Himself 

to a cruel death by crucifixion so that by the blood of His cross, we might have peace 

with God.  

 

Oh, let there be no mistake that a day is coming the when the kingdom of God—

when the rule and reign of God—will come with all its power, authority, force. For 

those who reject Christ it will be a kingdom of judgment, banished to hell. For those 

who love Jesus it will be a kingdom of joy and peace.  

 

But as we await that day for Jesus to usher in the fullness of the kingdom, its 

essential to understand that a foretaste of that kingdom breaks into time and space 

whenever the gospel advances and snatches another soul out of the kingdom of 

darkness and transfers it to the kingdom of Christ (Col 1:13).  

 

Every believer has the opportunity to experience the blessing of God’s rule and reign 

in any and every area of life.  

 

So what should a believer’s response be to the good news of the kingdom?  

 

[Matthew 6:9-13] 

The Lord’s Prayer models 5 responses we should have to the good news of the 

kingdom:  

 

1. God’s honor above all else in all things: “Our Father who is in heaven, 

hallowed by Your name…” (vs 9). 

 

A kingdom perspective recognizes that God is to be regarded as holy. 

“Hallowed” comes from the verb form of the word holy; meaning, to 

consecrate, or keep holy.  

 

It should be our ambition in life to make God’s honor our highest priority in 

all of life.  

 

2. God’s rule and reign taking supremacy in our present lives: “Your 

kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” (vs. 10) 

 

This is a plea for God’s kingdom—God’s rule and reign—to break into the 

present reality of our lives. What this looks like is a life of obedience in 

which God’s supremacy is honored in my own life as it is in heaven.  

 

This was the driving vision to preach this sermon. To demonstrate that 

God’s rule and reign is not just a future hope but that His kingdom can be 

established where ever the gospel goes and where Christ is honored as Lord.  



What would happen if for just one week you determined, by God’s grace, to 

honor God’s supremacy in all of life?  

How would it change/affect your… 

• Finances 

• Marriage 

• Parenting 

• Work 

• Conversations 

• Entertainment 

• Hobbies/leisure 

• time 

 

As a church, this means living, breathing, proclaiming, celebrating, and 

saturating ourselves in the gospel every day.  

 

3. Resting in God’s Care: “Give us this day our daily bread” (vs. 11). 

 

All of life is to be lived by faith, trusting in God’s sufficiency. Self-

sufficiency should be foreign to the believer. We do far too much 

humanistic planning and not enough faith-praying.  

 

We’re talking about a radical God-centeredness here; seeking first the 

kingdom of God and His righteousness, resting in the confidence that God 

will take care of us as we walk in obedience and faith, centering our lives 

around His kingdom values and purposes.  

 

4. Swimming in Grace: “And forgive us our debts as we also have forgiven 

our debtors” (vs. 12). 

 

I use the word “swimming” to convey the idea of being fully immersed in 

something. Like a fish in water who takes water in and puts water out. Our 

lives must be so immersed in the grace of God’s forgiveness that we leave 

no forgiveness lacking among our fellow man. 

 

If we cannot forgive we must go back to the cross and see the 

insurmountable offense that God has forgiven us. We need to first 

rediscover our own depravity and then rediscover the enormous generosity 

of God’s grace.  

 

Actually the emphasis here is that God would forgive us in proportion to 

our forgiveness toward others. We cannot walk in the fullest blessing of 

God’s grace as long as we cling to another person’s offense.  

 

God’s grace enables us to forgive, and our forgiveness of others removes 

the debris that would hinder the free flow of God’s grace to us.  

 

5. Gospel-grounded holiness: “And do not lead us into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen.” 

 

We are dependent upon God in our daily battle against sin. We are to pray 

that God would lead us away from potential sin. We are to pray that God 

would deliver us from evil, which is not just around us but in us. The real 

problem of evil is not what we encounter but what indwells us—our own 

sinful nature.  

 

The only way to overcome the evil within and win the daily battle against 

sin is by the grace-empowering cross-work of Jesus Christ, whereby faith 

we take hold of Christ’s righteousness.  

 

There is so much more that could be/should be said about the Lord’s Prayer, but my 

aim this morning in this brief survey is to give us a vision of what kingdom living 

should reflect.  

 

Is the kingdom of God advancing in your life or is it in conflict? Through the power 

of the gospel, the rule and reign of God can be manifested in your life.  

 

As you walk through this passion week, think clearly about who Jesus is and ask 

yourself,  is the gospel of His kingdom a reality in my life? Is God reigning freely in 

my life or am I a rebel-fighter battling for control?  

 

*The Cross-centered Life (one per family to read between Palm Sunday and 

Easter) 


